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That's why Cleveland Municipal Court is creating a Veterans Treatment
Court, starting in September, that will solely handle the cases of vets
who run afoul of the law in Cleveland.
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The court would utilize resources of the county Veterans Services Commission and Department #/‘“
of Veterans Affairs to provide what McLaughlin-Murray described as a "wrap-around service" to

ensure that a defendant is receiving all medical, counseling, housing and other support assistance
available to veterans.
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keep them on track with rehabilitative programs.

From talking to judges in other veterans courts, McLaughlin Murray said, she learned that
"veterans really respond well to a structured environment and when interacting with other
veterans."

"If they're in a place surrounded by people who understand them, who speak the same language,
they're able to break down barriers and successfully complete programs,” she added.

The court is seeking volunteer mentors. Interested veterans can contact Derek Moore in the
probation office at 216-664-4930.

McLaughlin-Murray said other veterans courts have seen reduced recidivism and lower costs when
comparing treatment to incarceration.

"There is a cost savings, absolutely," she said. "These individuals don't come back."

There is also a personal pay-off for the judge who is not a veteran, but saw enough of them as a
Cleveland Municipal Court magistrate, and earlier during college as a homeless shelter volunteer,
to grasp the scope of their problems.

Plus, "the thing I really love about my job is the opportunity to help individuals," she added.
"These specialized dockets really make a difference in defendants' lives, and give them the tools
they need to succeed."

Related topics: cleveland municipal court, judge lynn mclaughlin-murray, veterans, veterans
treatment court
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our veterans need care. the cost doesn't matter. we need to pay them back. we pay for
substance abuse and sex 'addiction’ for politicians of both parties, none of whom have ever
done a single thing for society, so let's do the right thing.
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Finally.....we're acknowledging these people. About time. We treat veterans like dirt.
Time to change that.
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